
Hebei Committee Report (May – July, 2019) 
 
As you might have known, he exchanges between Iowa and Hebei have been slow in the past 
three months due to a variety reasons. However, we were still moving forward in the capacity 
within our control. 
 
1. On May 17-19, at the invitation of Hebei People’s Friendship Association, Luca Berrone and I 
went to participate in the Hebei Trade Fair in Langfang of Hebei Province near Beijing, and so 
did the Li Zhao of Des Moines Sister City Commission and others in Central Iowa. 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 

Unlike the focus of the trade fair in the past years, Hebei had changed the format of the fair by 
adding a forum on Hebei’s Sister States/Sister Cities. The forum lasted two days. On Day One, 
There was an opening ceremony with a focus country, Australia. An estimated 50 Australians 
from Hebei’s sister state in the country attended.  
 
There were over ten exhibition booths with photos and leaflets displaying those sister states. 
Iowa also has one booth with quite a few photos showing the flourish exchanges in the past 36 
years. 
 



 
 
One Day 2, we attended the opening ceremony of the LangFang International Fair, along with 
hundreds of attendees across Hebei and around the world. Following the ceremony, we had a 
forum on the friendship exchanges between Hebei and its sister states. Representatives from 
France, Japan, South Korea, Nigeria, Netherland, and the U.S. Wendy of IEDA’s Office in 
Beijing gave a PPTX presentation on Iowa’s economy, and I talked about the ongoing exchange 
programs with Hebei. 
 

 
 



 
 
After the forum, I also met the President of the International Trade Promotion Council of Hebei 
for the prospects of trade between the two state and their proposed visits to Iowa in December. 
In the evening, I also received an interview from the LanFang PR Department and met with the 
Director of the LangFang Foreign Affair Office. 
 

 



 
 
I Left langFang on the morning of 18th while Luca continued his visit to Qinhuangdao.  
 
I believe that Hebei would have its second Forum on Hebei’s Sister States/Sister Cities in 
May 2020. Once I have an official invitation from Hebei, I would contact the Committee 
through email at the earliest of my convenience. Even though this is mid-July of 2019, 
you might want to add the Forum/Fair to your 2020 calendar. Please let me know if you 
are interested in attending or if you want to know more details about the forum and fair. 
The Hebei Committee will for sure to bring a delegation to LangFang in My 2020.   
 
2. We will receive a small delegation led by General Secretary Ms. Lv Xiaomei, and our good 
friend Helen Yang will also come as an interpreter. They are attending the International sister 
cities conference in Houston this Tuesday and Wends day and arrive at Des Moines on 
Thursday at noon. Their scheduled meetings and visits start in the afternoon and continue this 
Friday, happening to be the hottest days in July. If you want to greet or see them off, please ask 
me for their flight info. 
 
The other proposed delegations of women and education and the provincial folk music 
ensemble have been postponed for future notice. 
 
3. AMD Ken Quinn had been invited to visit Hebei in early July. He had a received a warm 
welcome at the 43rd school in Shijiazhuang and also visited the Sino-U.S. Demo Farm in 
Chengde. As President of the World Food Prize Foundation, he had been in full support of the 
Chinese youth representation at the Youth Institute of the World Food Prize in October. Since 
2013, it had been inviting five students and a teacher from this Shijiazhuang school to attend it 
and financially sponsors the whole costs of the invitees. Starting from 2019, they will increase 
the number to 10. 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 
4. We have a new volunteer to join us in sports exchange programs, wresting in particular. His 
name is Brett Milano, a national medalist in the Chinese wrestling style of Shuai Jiao and a 
citizen of Ankeny. He decided to apply as a specialized sport project volunteer an gets more 
involved in ISS sports projects. I’m also glad that ISS’s long-term volunteer Bill Aossey is 
working with Brett in the wresting sports exchanges. Welcome and thank you, Brett. 
 
Just so much so far. I’ll update you as soon I’m entitled to release any additional in to the 
committee. Please let me know if you have any questions.  
 
Thanks for reading, 
 
Prepared by Will Zhang, Hebei Committee Chair 


